NORTH DEVON COUNCIL
COUNCIL: 15 JANUARY 2025
NORTH DEVON COUNCIL (OFF STREET PARKING PLACES) ORDER 2025

RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE POLICY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON
13t JANUARY 2025

Minute 60: North Devon Council (Off Street Parking Places) Order 2025

The Committee considered a report by the Car Parks Manager (circulated
separately) regarding the Review of the North Devon Council (Off Street Parking
Places) Order 2025.

The Director of Resources and Deputy Chief Executive advised that following the
Strategy and Resources Committee held in July 2024, a Car Park Review Working
Party, which included cross party members, had been established and three
workshops were held in October, November and December to discuss and agree on
a revised charging tariff for North Devon Car Parks.

He advised that the Cross Party Working Party had looked at a range of data
around, permits, income levels per car park, payment methods — which varied from
car park to car park, 30-minute usage compared to hourly and car park charges
locally and in neighbouring authorities.

He highlighted the following points:

e The report detailed a summary of the requests made by Parish and Town
Councils, which were detailed on pages 5 — 9 of the agenda.

e The proposed off street parking order and associated increase in charges was
detailed in Appendix A of the report.

e A summary of proposed increases for North Devon Council owned carparks
was detailed in Appendix B of the report.

e The increase in yearly permits was made by comparison with other authorities
as follows:

» In the Torridge District Council area, a yearly permit was £500 and in
the Mid-Devon District Council area, a 12-month permit was in the
region of £491.

e Charges for short stay and long stay car parks were reviewed together with
coastal car parks. For consistency, it was decided by the working group to
increase charges by 10 pence per hour across all car parks.

e Looking at long stay car parks, the working group agreed that as the Seven
Brethren long stay car park was further away than other long stay car parks to
retain the current all day charge of £2.50. However, the decision was made to
increase all other long stay, all day car park charges by a £1 to £3.50.



The working group agreed that the Green Lanes car park charges needed to
be brought into line with other Council owned car parks, as this car park was
within North Devon Council ownership.

The Working Group discussed the car parks in South Molton. There were two
car parks in South Molton the larger long stay central car park and the short
stay car park across the road known as the Sheep Pen.

The short stay car park had historically had an element of long stay to it and
was next to a privately owned car park at the George Arcade, which charged
50p per hour.

To ensure consistency across other areas, the working group were proposing
to apply the short stay charges to the Sheep Pen car park.

The proposals to increase charges by 10p per hour were still cheaper than
those of neighbouring authorities.

Torridge District Council currently charged £1.50 an hour in its towns and
£1.70 an hour in coastal areas. The charges in North Devon for 2025/26
would be £1.40 per hour in towns and £1.60 per hour in coastal areas.
Mid-Devon District Council currently charged £1.60 in their town centre car
parks.

The financial considerations tied in with the medium-term financial plan that
had already been agreed by Members and the proposals to increase charges
for the next financial year could potentially give an estimated revenue of
around £350,000.

He drew the Committee’s attention to the following typographical errors within the Off
Street Parking Order, which had been identified by the Strategy and Resources
Committee and were detailed in appendix A on page 11 of the report:

Swimbridge did not have a car park as mentioned in Appendix A, on page 76
of the agenda.

The proposal from the cross party member working group to make the Sheep
Pen car park, South Molton, into a short stay following the decision by
Strategy and Resources Committee, this would now remain a long stay. This
to be reviewed alongside the lorry park potential additional spaces next year.
Marine Drive, Woolacombe was now owned and managed by the National
Trust was amended on the order, as mentioned in Appendix A, on page 88 of
the agenda.

Woolacombe Village Hall, Woolacombe, under Ancillary Matters as mentioned
in Appendix A, at the top of page 90 of the agenda, amended (N4), to owned
by Woolacombe Town Hall Trustees.

Ropery Road, llfracombe under Ancillary Matters, (N10) — no sleeping, as
mentioned in Appendix A, on page 73 of the report, needed to be removed.
The covering report at section 4 of the agenda referred to the removal of N10
— No sleeping.

Wilder Road, Ilfracombe charges as mentioned in Appendix A, on page 73 of
the agenda should be £1.40 per hour. This was correct in Appendix B of the
agenda.

Town Hall Forecourt, Lynton as mentioned in Appendix A, on page 83 of the
agenda, under Permits and Tickets, (P5), the words ‘or Tourist Information



Office’ had been removed as there had not been a tourist information centre
in the town for many years now.

e Town Hall Forecourt, Lynton under Ancillary Matters as mentioned in
Appendix A, on page 83 of the agenda amend the (N5) to (N13) Owned and
operated by Lynton Town Council — North Devon Council do not own the car
park.

Councillor Worden addressed the Committee regarding concerns over the short stay
car park in South Molton. He advised that if the charges had been increased to
£1.50 per hour he was concerned that there would have been a loss of revenue to
the Council, as the increase in charges would mean the car park would be under-
utilised. He added that the Pannier Market, which was owned by the Town Council
had been closed for parking may have been reopened if the proposed charge
increase had been approved by the Strategy and Resources Committee as it was felt
that the increase in cost was too significant.

In response to a question from Councillor Bushell regarding the potential to review of
the quarter mile radius for residents parking permits within the development
boundary.

The Car Parks Manager advised that this had been considered as part of the
working group. However, it was felt that there was potential to oversubscribe spaces
within the car park and that if the change was made for South Molton that all of the
other towns etc would need to be brought in line and the risk of oversubscription in
other areas could then present as an issue.

In response to a further question from Councillor Bushell regarding increasing the
radius for a 12 month trial period for South Molton, the Director of Resources and
Deputy Chief Executive advised that the Council should be mindful of data that
would need to be fully analysed and understood and that the decision could not be
taken at the meeting as other areas would also need to be taken into consideration.
He added that the Strategy and Resources Committee could look at other areas to
widen the quarter mile radius as part of a wider piece of work to also include the lorry
park study for utilisation as a car park.

Councillor Bushell questioned whether there could be any increase made in the
charges for Green Lanes as it was centrally located within the Barnstaple town
centre and also undercover.

The Director of Resources and Deputy Chief Executive advised that the same could
be said for other car parks located in and around the town centre and that residents
would park in a car park which was located to an area of the town that they wanted
to visit or to shop. The charges for the Green Lanes car park was brought into line
with other Council owned short stay car parks in 2023 to ensure consistency and that
it was a case of finding the right balance.

In response to a question regarding having a reduced charge for Green Lanes once
the hub was operational, he advised that the charges would not be reduced and
were fully aligned with other Council owned short stay car parks.



Councillor Jones thanked the officers and teams who had been working on the
details for the parking order and added that the issue faced in South Molton will be
repeated across the district.

The Director of Resources and Deputy Chief Executive advised that the Working
Group had looked at the charges across the whole district and added that it was only
the second time since 2016 that an increase in charges had been made. He added
that the group had reviewed the impact on footfall from the last time that the charges
were increased and that from the six months between April and September 2023,
footfall within Barnstaple had increased by 5% on the same period in 2022.

Councillor P. Leaver added that the debate at the meeting indicated what a difficult
task the Working Group had and in his opinion they had found the right solution with
raising the charges slightly. He added that having consistency between the individual
towns was important and that resident permits existed for people who lived within the
town but did not have access to parking with their property.

RESOLVED, that the Policy Development Committee supported and endorsed the
proposals made by the Strategy and Resources Committee at its meeting held on 6t
January, which were as follows:

(a) That after consultation as requested by parishes and amendments for North
Devon Council Car Parks be included as set out as follows, effective from 1
April 2025:

(b) Delegated power be given to the Head of Place, Property and Regeneration in
consultation with the Leader, Senior Solicitor and Monitoring Officer to make
the Order following the consultation, subject to there being no material
objections or amendments necessary;

(c) Braunton Parish Council — Braunton Parish Council had not requested any
amendments.

(d) Combe Martin Parish Council - Combe Martin Parish Council had not
requested any amendments.

(e) Instow Parish Council —to accept changes to charges and regulations for
Instow Marine car park and include the amendments into the Off Street
Parking Order as seen at section 4 of the report and as shown in Appendix A
of the report.

(f) Lynton and Lynmouth Town Council - to accept changes to charges and
regulations for Bottom Meadow, Cross Street, Esplanade, Lower Lyndale,
Upper Lyndale, Upper Valley of the Rocks, Valley of the Rocks and
Watersmeet car parks and include the amendments into the Off Street
Parking Order as seen at section 4 of the report and as shown in Appendix A
of the report.

(g9) South Molton Town Council — to accept changes to charges and regulations
for South Molton Central Car Park, and South Molton Coach and Lorry Park
and include the amendments into the Off Street Parking Order as seen at
section 4 of the report and as shown in Appendix A of the report and subject
to the Sheep Pen Car Park remaining a Long Stay Car Park; and

RECOMMENDED:



(h) That Council vary the charges and regulations for all North Devon Council
owned Car Parks as outlined in Appendix A of the report, subject to amending
the designation of the Sheep Pen Car Park, South Molton from short stay to
long stay and include the amendments into the Off Street Parking Order,
subject to including changes as identified by Strategy and Resources
Committee.



